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Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted: Suitable for general audiences. 
Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The untitled video recording is classified as: 

Unrestricted: Suitable for general audiences. 

The bulk of the recording presents a series of photographic slides projected onto a 
surface and filmed, apparently to preserve them. The slides are mainly of people in 
the Solomon and Fijian Islands. The overriding feel of the video recording is of an 
innocuous personal record of time spent with said people in their environment. The 
person filming the slides adds narration regarding the subjects of the photographs on 
several occasions but the narration is not always sufficiently audible. The human 
subjects of the photographs are mainly outdoors, including rural and seaside 
locations. Their ages vary from young children to adults. Most of the subjects are 
native to either the Solomon or Fijian Islands but there are also a few images of 
European men. There are 14 images which depict full body nudity of male and female 
subjects. 

The video recording was referred to the Classification Office by the Christchurch 
District Court because of concerns around six images which depict full body nudity of 
children and young persons. The Classification Office applied the relevant criteria of 
the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 to these images and 
ascertained that: the video recording does not promote or support nor does it tend to 
promote or support the exploitation of children and young persons for sexual purposes; 
and that the video recording does not exploit the nudity of children and young persons 
to any extent or degree. The images cannot be given a sexual reading. The images, 
while depicting genitals, do not focus on the genitals because each image also 
contains most, if not all, of each subject’s body. Each subject appears to be relaxed 
and comfortable in front of the camera. While some subjects are posed they are not in 
contrived positions. Furthermore, the defendant gives reasonable explanations as to 
why the children and young persons are naked and remarks that it was a ‘cultural 
norm’ especially when swimming. The Classification Office cannot find any tangible 
evidence to suggest otherwise. 
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There are 14 images out of over 150 which depict full body nudity. Seven depict adult 
male nudity and one adult female nudity. The adult men also have their genitals visible 
but again are presented as being relaxed and comfortable in front of the camera. A 
sexual reading cannot be given to these images either. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) was considered when 
determining a classification for the video recording, and an unrestricted classification is 
consistent with that. There is no likely injury to the public good that needs to be 
balanced against the NZBR Act. 


OFLCRef: 9900558 
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